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banks of the Euphrates, ſaw at a lit 


tle diſtance a venerable Hermit, 


whoſe white buſhy beard hung down 


* 


eading 


He was buſy r 


0 


to his girdle, 


E 


x” HE R MIT. 
a ſmall book, which he held in his 


hand. Zadig advanced towards 


him, and reſpectfully ſaluted him. 
| The Hermit returned the compli- 
ment in ſo majeſtic and courteous | 
4 manner, that Zadig became very 
deſirous of converſing with him. 
Upon what ſubje& pray, 805, der 
that little book treat, which ſeems' | 
6 attract your attention ſo much? 
5 It is entitled, anſwered the Hermit, 


the 


HERMIT. 5 


the Bock of Fate; it is at your ſer- 
vice, if you chuſe to read a little 
of it. Thus ſaying, he gave the 
bo to Zadig, who could not de- 
cypher a character of it, though he 
underſtood ſeveral languages. This 
1055. him more ee than before. 
You dem only diſappointed, faid 
the venerable father. It is not with» 
plied Zadig. If you will allow me 


to 


Tint Pegs es ec. 


out great reaſon, I aſſure you, re- 
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6 HERMIT. 


to accompany you, ſaid the Hermit, 


probably I may have it in my pow» 


er to be ſerviceable to you. I have 
ſometimes inſtilled. ſentiments of 
conſolation into the minds of the 
afflicted. Tadig bad a ſecret re- 
gard for the air of the reverend 
ſtranger, for his beard, and his: 
book. When he had talked a lit 
tle with him, he found that * Was 
the moſt ſenſible perſon he had e- 


7 


HERMIT. 


wer been 


in company wi 


ſpoke in ſo lively and noble a man- 


uſtice, morality, 


iny, j 


the ſovereign good, the frailty of 


ner on deſt 


nature, virtue, and vice, that Za- 


dig became quite delighted with 
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going 
Ir, replied the Hermit. 


lum. He begged that he would ho- 
nour him with his company to Ba- 


bylon. I was juſt 
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= to me by Oroſmades, that you 


will 


8 HERMIT. 

will not forſake . me, for a few 
days at leaſt, whatever I may 
do. Zadig did as he deſired, and 
they proceeded on their journey to- 
gether. 


They both ſtopped that even- 
ing at a magnificent caſtle. The 
Hermit deſired a night's lodging 

for himſelf and his young comrade. 
A 'The porter, whom any one might 


have 


have taken for a grandee, let them 
in, but in a very contemptuous 
manner. However, he introduced 


them to the chief ſteward, who 


took them through all the ſumptu- 
ous apartments in the caſtle. Then 
they were ſeated at ſupper, at the 


lower end, indeed, of the table, 


and where the hoſt paid very lit- 


tle attention to them ; but they 
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cy and profuſion as any of the other 
gueſts, Supper being ended, they 
wu their hands in a golden 
baſon ornamented with emeralds, 
and other valuable tones. When 
it was time to go to reſt, they 
were ſhewn into a ſumptuous bed- 
chamber; and the next morning 
a n in waiting preſented him 
with two pieces of gold for their 


mutual 


mutual ſervice; after which they 


departed. 


As they were walking along, 
Zadig ſaid, the maſter of this caſtle 


appears to be a very hoſpitable 
gentleman ; though indeed rather 


too imperious and haughty. He. 


ttered theſe words, 


had hardly y 


before he perceived that the poc- 


ket of his comrade's garment, 


though * 
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though very large, was greatly 


extended: he preſently faw what 


was the occaſion of it, it being no · 


| thing leſs than the golden laver, 


which he had clandeſtinely brought 


off. He durſt not immediately 


take notice of the fact; but the 


very thoughts of it made him rea- 


dy to drop down. About noon, 


the Hermit rapped at a mean cot- 


tage with his ſtaff, which was the 


dwelling 


r oo. a . % 
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HERMIT. 13 
dwelling of an old avaritious mi- 
ſer. He deſired leave for him and 
his companion to refreſh themſelves 
there a little. An old ſhabby do- 
meſtic gave them admiſſion indeed, | 
but not in the moſt willing manner, 


and ſhewed them into the ſtable, 


where they received nothing more 


than a few muſty olives, and a 


mall quantity of ſour ſmall beer. 


The Hermit appeared to be as well 


pleaſed 


14 HE RMI T. 


Pleaſed with his repaſt as he was 
the preceding night. At. length. 
getting upon his- feet. again, he 
paid his compliments to the old 
valet, (who watched them as ſtrict- 
ly as if they had both been thieves, 
frequently intimating that he was 
afraid they would be benighted) 


and made him a preſent of the two 


| Pieces of gold he had only veceiv- 


gratitude | 


H E R M 1 7. 15 


gratitude for his hoſpitable den 


We. 


He alſo added, I ſhould be glad to 


have a little converſation with your 


maſter before Igo. So unexpected 
a gratuity greatly ſurprized the va- 
let, and he complied with his re- 


FIR ſt. We could not leave your 


houſe, moſt hoſpitable Sir, ſaid the 
Hermit, without returning you our 
grateful thanks for the kind enter- 


tainment we have met with this af- 


ternoon. 


16 HE RMI . 


ternoon. We therefore beg your 
8 of this golden baſon, as 
a ſmall token of our gratitude and 
eſteem. When the miſer beheld 
ſo rich a preſent, he was thunder- 
ſtruck. The Hermit immediately 
marched off with his young cone} 
rade, without ſtaying till the miſer 
recovered from his ſurprize. Fa- 
ther, ſaid Zadig, what is this I have 
been witneſs to? You: ad is 


manner 


i} 


HERMIT. 17 


manner quite different from the 
generality of men. You rob one, 
who entertained you with all ima- 
ginable pomp and profuf en- 
rich a covetous, ſordid wretch, 


who behaved very unworthily to 


you. Son, replied the Hermit, 
that grandee, who receives viſits of 
ſtrangers, ſolely with the deſign of 
gratifying his pride, and to raile 


their aſtoniſhment at his ſumptu- 


0 ous 


determine whether his fellow tra 


1 HE RM II. 


. ous furniture, will for the future 
learn to be wiſer; and the miſer to 
be more liberal to others. Won- 


der not at what I have done, but 


follow me. Zadig was at a ſtand 


at preſent; and could not well 


veller was a man of greater wiſdom 


than ordinary, or a madman. But 


the Hermit aſſumed ſuch an aſcen- 


dancy over him, excluſive of the 


oath _ 


FERMIT, 1p. 


oath he had taken, that he could 
not tell how to leave him. In the 
evening they arrived at 2 houſe ve- 
ry commodiouſly built, but neat 


and plain; where nothing was 


wanting, and yet nothing ſuperflu- 


ous. It was occupied by a philoſo- 


pher, who had retired from the bu- 
Mle and noiſe of the world, to live 


quietly, and form his mind to vir- 


tue. He had built this houſe, for 5 


the 


20 HE RMI T. 


the reception of ſtrangers, very 
genteelly, but without oſtentation. 
He himſelf met them at the door, 
and intreated them to fit down and 
reſt themſelves in a commodious a- 
partment. Not long after he in- 
vited them to a frugal, yet cles 

gant repaſt; during which he ſpoke 

very ſenſibly about the late revo- 
lutions in Babylon, He ſeemed to 


be entirely in the Qucen's intereſt, 


and 


HER MIT. 28 


and greatly wiſhed that Zadig had 


entered the liſts for the regal prize: 


But Babylon, ſaid he, is unworthy 


of ſo good a King. Zadig bluſh- 


ed when he heard ſo unexpected a 
compliment, which innocently age 


gravated his misfortunes. It was 


univerſally agreed, that the affairs 


of this world took ſometimes a 


quite different turn from what 
the wiſeſt patriots would wiſh them. 
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The ways of Providence, ſaid tbe 
Hermit, are frequently very intri- 
cate and obſcure, and 2 are 
much to blame for caſting reflexi- 
ons on the conduct of the whole, 
upon the bare inſpection of the mi- 


nuteſt part. 


heir diſcourſe then turned up- 
on the paſſions, Alas! cried Za- 
dig, how fatal in their conſequen- 


* ces 
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ces! Nevertheleſs, ſaid the Her- 
mit, they are the winds that ſwell 
the ſail of the veſſel. They ſome- 
times, it is true, overſet it; but we 


cannot ſail without them. Phlegm, 


indeed, makes men peeviſh and 


tit ap. 


ſick; but we could not long live 


without it. Though all things on 


earth are dangerous, yet we could 
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not do without them. 


They 


24 H ENA IT. 


They then talked of the ſenſual 


pleaſures; and the Hermit demon- 


rated that they were the gitts 


of Heaven; for, ſaid he, man can- 


not beſtow either ſenſations or i- 


deas on himſelf; he receives them 


all; his pain and pleaſure, as well 


as his being, proceed from a ſupe- 


rior cauſe. 


Wen Zadig heard his fellow: 


traveller, 


HE RMI I. 25 


traveller, who had been guilty of 


: ſuch baſe actions, talk ſo wiſely on 


theſe moral topics, he was quite 
thunderſtruck. At the 1 
hour, after an entertainment very 
inſtructive and agreeable, they 
were ſhown to their bed-chamber 
by their hoſt, who thanked hea» 
ven for direQing two ſuch agreea- 
ble and virtuous ſtran gers to his 


houſe, He alſo preſented them 


. ſome 
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ſome caſh to defray their expences 
on the road; but in ſo kind FP 
reſpectful a manner, that it was 
impoſſible to give the leaſt diſ- 
ouſt, However, the Hermit would 
not accept of it, but took his 
leave, propoſing to depart for Ba- | 
bylon at day-break. Their part- 
ing was very friendly and affecti - 
onate; Ladig, in particular, ex» 
preſſed a very great regard for 0 


. worthy 


HERMTI T. 27 


worthy a man; and they greatly 
commended him when they were 
alone, and undreſſing to go to bed. 
When daylight began to appear, 
the Hermit waked his young com- 
rade. Get up, ſaid he, and let us 
proceed on our journey ; but as 
nobody is yet ſtirring in the houſe, 
1 ſhall leave the maſter of it a to- 
ken of my regard for him. Thus 
faying, he ſtruck a light, kindled 


a: 


a torch, and ſet fire to the build= 
ing. Zadig, greatly terrified, ſnriek · 
ed out, and would, if poſſible, have 

hindered him from committin g 
up" ungrateful and ſhocking an 
action. The Hermit 1 him 
away by ſuperior FROM and the 
houſe was preſently in flames. 
When they had got at a convenient 
diſtance, the Hermit gravely turn- 


| ed about, and looked at the de- 


Vvouring 


HERMIT. 29 


vouring fire. Behold, faid he, 
our fortunate friend! He will 


find in the ruins an immenſe trea- 


fure, by which he will be enabled 


for the future to exert his bene- 


ficence, and render his virtues 


more conſpicuous than before. 


Notwithſtanding Zadig's amaze- 


ment, he attended him to their laſt 


ſtage, which was to the cottage of 


an honeſt and victuous widow, 


who 
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who had a nephew of about four- 


teen years of age. He was very. 
handſome, and the doated on 


him. She gave her two gueſts 


the beſt food her ſmall houſe af- 


| forded. When they took their 


leave of her in the morning, ſhe 
ſent her little nephew to be their 


guide to a bridge at a little diſtance, 


which having lately been broken 


down, 
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down, rendered the paſſage very 


dangerous to ſtrangers. 


The youth, doing all in his pow- 


er to oblige them, went foremoſt. 


When they were got upon the 


bridge, the Hermit thus addreſſed 


their little guide Come hither, 
my pretty boy, 1 muſt give your | 
aunt ſome ſmall token of my gra- 


titude for her treating us ſo kind- 


ly 


2 HTR MIT. 


I laſt night. Hardly were theſe 


words out of his mouth, when he 


twiſted his fingers in the hair of 


his head, and calmly flung him 
off the bridge. Down went the 
little lad; he came up once again 
to the ſurface of the water ; but 
the rapid ſtream ſoon hurried him 
away. O thou barbarian! thou 
hard-hearted wretch! cried Za- 
dig. Did you not ſwear, ſaid the 


Hermit, | 


! 


H E RMI T. 33 
Hermit, patiently to ſubmit to 
whatever I ſhould do? Know then, 
that had that boy lived but one 
year longer, he would have mur- 
dered his aunt. Who told you ſo, 
you monſter? cried Zadig; and 
when did you read that ſhocking 
event in your black Book of Fate? 
What buſineſs had you to drown 
ſo fine a boy, who behaved in ſo 
obliging a manner to 700 ? 


E Theſe 


„ en irn 


Theſe words were hardly utter- 
ed by Zadig before he perceived 
the old Hermit's beard growing 
ſhorter ; the furrows in his face 
began to fill up, and his cheeks 
glowed with a roſe-coloured red, 
as if he had been in the bloom of 
fifteen. His mantle immediately 
difappeared; and four angelic 
wings, each eltern ue the ſun, 


appeared on his ſhoulders, which 


were 
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were before covered. 0 thou an- 
gelic form! O thou heavenly meſ- 
ſenger! cried Zadig, falling down 
before him; thou haſt left the ce- 
leſtial manſions, I find, to inſtruct 
ſuch a poor frail mortal as I am 
to ſubmit to. the decrees of Hea- 
ven, The a of mankind, 
faid the angel Jeſrad, judge of the 
* 


world, by only viewing the hither 


Is. q 


link of the chain. Of all mortals, 
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life thus ſuddenly and unexpected- 
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you are the only one who deſerv- 


ed to have your mind * 
ed. Zadig begged leave to ſpeak. 


1 am ſomewhat diffident of myſelf, 


it is true; but may I be ſo bold, 


Sir, as to beg the ſolution of one 


ſcruple? Would it not have been 
better to have chaſtiſed the boy, 


and by that means have reformed 


him, than to have robbed him of 


ly? 
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ly? The angel replied, had he 


been virtuous, and had he lived, 


he would not only have been mur- 
dered himſelf, but his ſpouſe whom 
he would have married would have 


ſhared the ſame fate, together with 


the innocent child that was to 


have been the pledge of their mu- 


tual affection. Thou celeſtial meſ- 


ſenger, ſaid Zadig, is it then neceſ- 


fary that there ſhould be wicked 


neſs | 
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neſs and misfortunes in the world,. 
and that thoſe misfortunes ſhould 
fall with weight on the heads of 
the righteous? The wicked, re- 
plied Jeſrad, are in 2 conſtant ſtate 
of milery. The Supreme Being. 
intends misfortunes only as a touch · 
ſtone to try a ſmall number of the 
juſt, who are rarely to be met with 
in this world: beſides, there is no 
evil under the ſun, but ſome good 


proceed: 


n © 


proceeds from it. But, ſaid Zadig, 


ſuppole nothing but goodneſs 


reigned in the world. Then, that 
world of yours, ſaid the Angel, 
would beanother world; the chain 


of events would be another wif- 


dom ; and that other order, which 


would be perfect, muſt of courſe 


be the perpetual abode of the Al- 


mighty, whom no evil can ap- 


proach. That great and-firſt cauſe 


has 
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| has created a prodigious number 


ef worlds, and every one of them 


different from another. This ſur- 


priſing variety is an attribute of his 
omnipotence. You never ſaw two 
leaves on the trees throughout the 
world, nor any two globes of light 
amongſt the myriads of ſtars that 
| adorn the extenſive cope of hea- 
ven, which are exactly alike. And 
whatever you behold on that ſmall 


atom 
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atom of earth whervel you are a 
native, muſt exiſt in the place, and 
at the time appointed, according 
to the unchangeable decrees of 
that Being who comprehends the 
Whole. The boy whom I threw ; 
into the river, 1s thought by man- 
kind to 1 been drowned by 
. ; our kind benefactor's 
nouſe is imagined to have been 
| burnt to the ground by the ſame 
1755 F Chance; 
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Chance; but 1 muſt inform you, 
that this Chance is a mere be- 
dity, all misfortunes being intend - 
ed either as ſevere trials, judg- 
ments, or rewards; and are the 
| reſult of. foreknowledge, I ima- 
gine, Sir, you have not forgot 
the poor. deſpairing fiſherman, who 
thought himſelf to be the moſt 
wretched of mortals. he all-wiſe 
raſmades ſent you to aſſiſt him. 

Frail 
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Frail mortal! no longer contend 


with that Being to whom adoration 


is due. But, ſaid Zadig— Before 
he could utter a word more, ſeſ- 
rad flew towards the tenth ſphere. 
Zadig immediately fell proſtrate, 

; and ſincerely acknowled ged an overs 
ruling Providence, The angel, | 
in his flight, diſtinétiy ſaid, Go to 


Babylon as ſoon as poſſible. 
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